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- By CHRISTOPHER LEHMAN.VHACPT 4 
THE DEATH- AND LIFE- OF - MALCOLM X. ‘C '' " ' 

H / arl^& ^ow^Sss 38 P ° ges ' n J' ustrat i< L : hand to dispell ^thsoi^'^.Malcblm-' 

Peter Goldman’s, biography .of Malcolm *£. X wa f jfsassmatedtby the CJiA-.or by n his.' 
X is < not an, exciting bopk to ; read, • but .it own followers in the organizations he set 
-. , is an eminently serviceable' one. And hew. £.’<£ up '? fte f w^tteNatio^^Kas^A 

could, it have been, otherwise, when in 're- ,-v 0I * by Syndicate elements' aroused by his - 
" constructing his. subject’s life. Mr.’ Gold;' . 7 a’° 2 • ha ^ 0I ?-j 1 — 7 . 0 teor,hhnd_ 

man- has mostly used the. .facets of Malt .own be- 

i.colm’s ideology- insteadoof. the flesh arid - Elijah Mu-. 

' blood of -his: emotions-.— .when heihas -• b a ^ad ? ^uslw;.prgani2ation who wer.e, 
perforce viewed Malcolm, largely through .umP^hd-MwCOini^^dpath.!,.;;,.^,,- 
his writings, his- speeches and the impress ■ 
sions of- :hiS' ; acq;tiaintandes' 'rather .than, 
through' intimate personal knowledge? Holv 
could the' 'book fihve'- been ■- anything more - ’ 
than seiwie'eabie,' whenfiihtrecouhting {he ' 

7; hunt for and trial of Malcolm’ X’s 'assas-'. 

sins, Mr, Goldman has purposely produced ■ ; y--\ — o — **‘**.'-«oi.,>uw«uu.u'unxning tne- 

7: not , mystery - arid Jtjdurlxoottv drama, :: hut ■ . ■ mythology to-mofe managegb}e r dimensions ■ 

- ■ a painstakingly analytical: ahticlimax'lt'o ”t ta: “?g fe able,thktis', i Jo^hiteobservers'who r 
what, we already knew— namely, that .the,; 'were onceoforced tqA-egard Maicoim, with' 
men. convicted of gunning down- Malcolm , ? his-absolute enmity to all white people, as 
X on that- winter Sunday, in.' 1965 were : .their, ,mortat antagonist). For a good deal 


■ y, Second, and,, of mote' impoftarice-' by '- 
, paling with Malcolm X’s life in its public - ' 
.iceoi'qgjcal , aspect,. Mr. ...Goldman -goes' . a . 

'iPtUX Wav., f rvtihoWI ' at' 



we. luenunea as -tne second -“r^s s^uu^y: outgrown the hostile (to '.restoration .'of- that nride that' ™^ 
Reconstruction threatens' .-y to collapse-' bites) sectarian views, of the 

- -_ditf,.m the exhaustion 'of will ' ...hslam- (and, -mcidentally,; Mr.'. Goldman’s- h 'substantial ^ cbriftrbhtiohs o 

stubbornness' of tbe onnnsiHnn> - pehetratmg Htstbrv of Muslim rfnowaS»iir. r ortho^ox'Blaclc ^bught-^-th^s^s^e^ o W * 

land; power, ' community- control, national 
■id m?? t J 1 y.',Pah.-Africanism ;■ the. 'right to ' self- 

t iuwiuev . L1 „- : riPTPnCP an/1 T»f«* .. 

ivu: uepenaui^ on, one's point ot.view, s ' 

. . one. reads , ,study • by bne bf Newsweek;' 

*' magazine’.^ white ’ specialists 5 'on' tHe "“face" 

:'S r iBSf3w&& 

t-V' Yet, for, several significanf reasons, the-- Vgrasp'it' ~~v ; P99K appears to., 

? , seryiceabuky of,, ‘“the: Dgatji , and- Life,. of X J- .Fiimiry, .ahd mexirichhlvi 'wtiuHd urn in : 

Malcolm X -is by.no. means.tp be -slighted. ? -de' foregoing points:^ \by readine Mr Gold- 
First, and. of relatively, small significance,--' imam on. -the-, hopeful 1960*3 'from jthe' dfir' 
f-' ^ Playing, down ;fhe drama pf the appfe-. .^ance :.of , thp. aepressed'mo^s '^WcSfhl ' 
hension anti .trial ofi .the assassins. Mr. " '-gin tif see' -- 

f , Goldman has .forced, us to r attend to Certain - . meant, to all o°%’ Both^i^In^OhiS* 
f : peripheral details^ietails- such gs why 5 
v’ confuslon a’«»e over = whether one or' two„' scene he whs shocking 

ass, ssSiSS z ; : 

and why. ; 

“ *■ ' ” . . . « —,-a uunnii^ii 

conclusions seem not only apt, but- not 
nearly' so far removed from what Dr ‘King 
stood for. : - • r ., ; . \ ® 

-- - > • 

i^fianation of Blackness > 


j... . are many who still '.believe that this- mar-. 

■ , ginal figure, was, ■ njurdered because he 
knew too raufih). Amd.Mr. Goldman’s at- 
: tention to these 'details, serves, on' the- one • 




: ‘‘Malcolm’s supreme gift to [blacks] was 

that .he , loved them; ; ,that he believed in. 



